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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE: THE MULTIDIMENSIONAL
IMPORTANCE FOR PROMOTING KYMISSALA

The archaeological and environmental significance of the area

Archacological research in the broader territory of Kymissala has proven that the area, which the ancient ruins
cover, exceeds 21 square kilometers, and according to data so far consists of a walled citadel, a small fortress,
at least nine settlements, a large central necropolis and five more, smaller, regional cemeterics (MAP 1.2).!

The hill of Hagios Phokas seems to comprise the central core of the deme of Kymissaleis and overlooks
the whole area. Its summit is surrounded by a fortified curtillage, which probably dates to the 4th century
BC, while at the plateau of the summit one may see the remains of a small Hellenistic temple of the 3rd
century BC.2

From the hill of Hagios Fokas, eight of the nine settlements, which have been located so far, are visible
and must have comprised the ancient deme of Kymissala; the sites of Vassilika, Napes, Charakas/
Amelantrou, Glyphada/Monossyria, Stelies, Marmarounia, Kampanes and Atoumas. In all locations,
remains of settlements are apparent whilst the location of Marmarounia seems to have had an additional
administrative nature .’

There are cemeteries next to the settlements, with the central necropolis of Kymissala situated in the valley
formed between the hills of Hagios Phokas and Kymissala, which covers the northermn and western side
of the latter and is by far the biggest and most interesting. Research so far, based on pottery evidence from
unplundered tombs and remains of plundering, has revealed that the necropolis was used from the Archaic
period (7th century BC) until Late Antiquity (AD 4th-6th century).* The cemetery in the Glyphada/Oglyma
site seems to be an extensive one t00.”

Epigraphic evidence, mainly from the necropolis, verifies the name of the ancient deme, since the ethnic
epithet Kvpuoaieng has survived on a few funerary inscriptions.®

Intense looting in combination with opportunistic archaeological activity around the central necropolis
from the mid-19th century until the last decades of the 20th century, has ruined hundreds of tombs and
has removed a significant number of artifacts, depriving us of valuable knowledge about the culture and
history of the ancient deme of Kymissaleis.’

However, not only does the broader region of Kymissala present intense archacological interest, but it also
has unique environmental and ecological value as its biodiversity is of great importance. It thus falls into
the category of international agreements and directions of the European Union for habitat types under the

For all preliminary reports on the research see Stefanakis, in the present volume: 4, n. 42.
Stefanakis, in the present volume: 11; Xtepavaxng ko [Tatowadd 2009-2011: 72-76.
Stefanakis, in the present volume: 11-14; Xtepavaxng ko [Tatoiadd 2009-2011: 87-88.
Stefanakis, in the present volume: 14; Zdappag, in the present volume: 86-87, Mmovpurov, in the present volume: 75-81;
TTatowadd, in the present volume: 35-60; Xtepavaxng ko [atowadd 2009-2011: 76-86.
5 Stefanakis, in the present volume: 14-15; Ztepavdaxng kot [Tatoradd 2009-2011: 90-91.
¢ Litinas and Dreliosi, in the present volume: 66-68; Xtepavaxng kor ITatcradd 2009-2011: 85-86.
7 On the looting of the antiquities in the area see Mavovcdxn 2014a; Moavovcdxn 2014b; Manousaki, in the present volume:
113-116; Stefanakis, in the present volume: 1-2; Xtepavaxng ko [Tatowadda 2009-2011: 70.

1
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Habitats Directive.8

The sites of historical and archaeological interest of the ancient deme of Kymissaleis are situated in the
centre ofthe area ‘Akramitis - Armenistis - Atavyros’which has been integrated in the European network
of habitat types of ‘Natura 2000’ and covers an area of 17,000 hectares (MAP 13.2).9The ‘Natura 2000’
area consists of the mountain masses of Atavyros and Akramitis, as well as the area around Siannitis river
and the coastal area of the Papagiorgis bay reaching cape Armenistis and Apolakkia bay. Apart from the
apparent geomorphological and geological interest, the area abounds with habitat types with distinctive
interest in botany and plantgeography. This includes the Posidonia undersea valleys (Posidonia oceanica),
the pinewoods and native cypress woods as well as sandy dune beaches and seal caves.1

Furthermore, the distinctive man-made surroundings with the traditional settlements and the engagement
ofthe inhabitants in traditional professions mark the area as unique.lL The total number of habitat types in
the broaderareais ofgreat interest ecologically (secondary habitat types and natural-geological formations,
flora, fauna) and there is also an interest in traditional occupations (agriculture, livestock farming etc) as
well as in its historical and culturally unique characteristics.2

The apparent advantages of the area, in combination with the prominent archaeological site and finds,
could be put to good use and promoted through actions, which combine archaeological tours and nature
walks as well as promoting ecology, thus salvaging the noteworthy archaeological monuments and the
unique habitat types ofthe area and rendering them to the local community.

Over the past few years, the Department of Mediterranean Studies, the Ephorate of Antiquities of the
Dodecanese, the School of Rural and Surveying Engineering of the National Technical University of
Athens, the Regional Government of the South Aegean and the Municipality of Rhodes are cooperating
harmonically and with a common aim for the promotion and protection of the antiquities (excavation-
cleaning ofthe monuments, schematics, declaration ofarchaeological sites, creation ofresearch laboratories,
studies, scientific announcements and publications, lectures and results publications). Additionally, basic
facilities (The Centre of Archaeological Research of Kymissala - Monolithos) have been developed with
the aim of promoting the area in the immediate future.

The main reference axis in this plan of actions is the three-fold ‘acropolis-necropolis-settlement’, Bwhilst
the development of sustainable actions has been proposed.}4These actions will be based on the one hand, on
an extended open air archaeological museum (which will consist of a variety of important archaeological
sites and monuments of the area) and on the other hand on sites of environmental and ecological interest,
which will be connected with hiking trails; i.e. a future archaeological-ecological park.’5 The park at
Kymissala will comprise a multitude of functions, educational purposes and entertainment proposals

8 On the Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, see
Official Journal o fthe European Communities, L 206, vol. 35, 22 July 1992, viewed 04 February 2017, <http://eur-lex.europa.eu/
legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX: 31992L0043>. See also, AnuomovAog K.d 2005; Ntdenc K.d. 1997.

9 Code GR 4210005, Official Journal ofEuropean Union 2006, L 259, vol. 49, 21 September 2006, 1-104, viewed 22 March
2017, <http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/ 2uri=0J:L:2006:259: FULL&from=FRN>,

10 See Bepywtr, in the present volume: 152-154.

1 BepywTtn 2009: 55; BepywTn, in the present volume: 149-151.

2 Bepywtn 2009: 46-52, 55-59; Bepywtn, in the present volume: 152-155.

B Bepywth], POKIOAN Kol ZTEQAVAKNG 2013: 603-604.

U Bepywt 2009: 110-136; Bepywr], POKIOAN Kal ZTe@avdakng 2013: 607-610.

B Onthe archaeological parks in general see, indicatively, Antoni 1999; McManus 1999; Breznik 2006; DraftRecommendations
ofthe First International Conference ofICOMOS on Archaeological Parks and Sites, 2325 February 2015, Salalah, Sultanate of
Oman, viewed 22 May 2017, <http://whc. unesco.org/document/135364>; Zifferero 2008; Ztepavdkng 2010a. On management
issues see indicatively, Breznik 2014; National Park Service 1997; Thuesen 2008. For a ‘state ofthe art’regarding the development
and function of ecological-archaeological parks in Greece and internationally see Zte@avdkng 2010a: 685-686.
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thus becoming an efficacious means of promotion for the extended archacological site of the ancient
deme of Kymissaleis and its natural surroundings. In this way, it will combine the cultural heritage and
natural environment and become an example of comprehensive study for the management of cultural and
environmental resources.'®

The Department of Mediterranean Studies has already assigned the research for the importance and
methods of administration of archacological parks at a Ph.D. level, with Kymissala as a special case study.!’
The research aspires to produce, amongst other things, an assemblage of mild sustainable environmental
intervention for the archaeological sites of Kymissala with the aim of promoting it to a comprehensive,
functional and readable entity, whilst upgrading its aesthetic and educational value and giving prominence
to its historical continuation in an upgraded natural environment with the potential of sustainable touristic
development.'®

The importance of the promotion of the area for the local community

As may be expected, with the implementation of such actions, a series of crucial problems of the local
community will be encountered:

The population decline of the Rhodian countryside

The Municipal Unity of Atavyros is the remotest mountain community and the smallest in size (234.350
square metres) and population (3584 inhabitants). Its terrain is at its larger part mountainous, and the
economy of the area is based on the primary sector. Quality agricultural products are produced there like
grapes and wine from grapes, as well as the renowned wines of Rhodes and other agricultural produce,
vegetables and fruit. Drilling wells enable irrigation of farming land whilst the under construction dam
of Kretenia is expected to solve the irrigation problems of the larger area and increase agricultural
production.'

A small part of the economy is based on tourism as the villages Kretenia, Emponas, Sianna and Monolithos
are touristic attractions for those who want to savour the local products (wine, souma, honey) and visit
the wineries and medieval castles of the knights of Kretenia and Monolithos. As there are no worthwhile
beaches in the area, hospitality facilities for guests have not been developed adequately and are restricted
to four small three-star category hotels and hostels (Kretenia 1, Empona 1, Monolithos 2).

Consequently, due to the above, as the slow rates of growth in the area do not help in the creation of new
jobs and the encouragement of entrepreneurship, requirements which might keep the young in rural areas,
the population of the small villages of the Municipal Unity of Atavyros is constantly declining as the
young prefer to move to the seat of the region (Empona) or as most of them do, to the city of Rhodes.®

The promotion of the archacological area of Kymissala, to start with, and then the establishment of the
archacological-ecological park in the area in a second phase, is expected to partly reverse the situation,
and ultimately contribute to a) the creation of new job positions in the arca and b) the development of

16 Bepywt 2009: 110-136; Bepywti, @oxiohn ko Xteeavikng 2013: 607-610; Eaving ko Xtepovaxng 2016: 46-50;
Xrepavaxng 2010a.

17" Thesis in progress: Archaeological Parks in Greece: The area of Kymissala on Rhodes. Tourism, Culture and Economy. Ph.D.
Candidate: Ms Beatrice-Kalliope Servou, Department of Mediterranean Studies, University of the Aegean.

18 HEavong ko Xtepavaxng 2016: 41-43. On the sustainable tourism in general, see, indicatively, Butler 1999; Dumbraveanu 2007,
Juganaru, Juganaru and Anghel 2008; Weaver and Lawton 1999. On the potential and restrictions regarding the development of
sustainable tourism, see Avyepivo, Zrupdmoviog kar Tovpeyyomoviov 2012.

¥ Bepywt 2009: 41, 55-56; Bepywt, in the present volume: 155.

2 See also Bepywr, in the present volume: 156.
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entrepreneurship, which is a logical outcome on the one hand ofi) the job positions which will be created
during the establishment, the conservation, management-organization and operation ofthe archaeological-
ecological park and ii) the expected increase in the number of visitors in the area, as well as the extension
oftheir stay for longer.

The substandard touristic product of Rhodes

The last point, i.e. the increase in the number of visitors to the area, leads to the second problem expected
to be addressed, that is the serious degradation in the touristic product of Rhodes due to the uncontrolled
and rapid rise in mass tourism.2

The model of alternative tourism, different from mass, non-sustainable tourism, seems to be the only
solution to the depreciation, which the tension of the tertiary sector has evoked on the other sectors of
the economy during the last decades in Greece. Alternative tourism is actually the coexistence of nature
and culture, where the natural and manmade environment exists in relative equilibrium, whilst the local
identity is the one which provides the necessary individuality to a region and promotes it to a tourist
destination with a specific brand name. For the implementation of this model, the acceptance of the local
cultural identity is required, amongst other things, and additionally a continuous education and awareness
ofthe local population as well as methodical approach and awareness ofthe visitors. The aim is to activate
the forces for the production of ‘a local touristic product’ (not only consumption), cultivation of identity
and education of target groups.2

In this context, the promotion of the archaeological and ecological reserve of Kymissala can provide
a fresh start to the tourist product of Rhodes and decentralise it towards an area which, up to now, has
had minimum benefits from the main financial development ofthe island. Apart from the fact that it will
promote a mild and sustainable touristic development in the area, it will additionally advance unique
cultural, natural and quality features ofthe region.

Archaeological and educational tourism are two ofthe many alternative types oftourism which can adapt
to the special features of the area and function in such a manner so as to complement each other. The
first type has to do with the promotion of the archaeological site and the museums, as well as with the
organisation of the network of hiking trails in areas of archaeological interest, whereas the latter deals
with visits and school education in all levels and special groups of visitors in archaeological sites, cultural
monuments etc.23

Both types of tourism comprise sub-categories of a general form of alternative tourism called Cultural
tourism2i but are closely connected as there is no archaeological tourism which does not incorporate an
educational character for the visitor.

The basic features of the archaeological-educational tourism can be summarized to the following:25

a) It is based on the archaeological remains of past cultures and in areas with relatively unspoilt elements
of natural and cultural heritage.

2L On the issue, see =avOng Kal ZTe@avakng 2016: 45.

2 =avene kal Zte@avakng 2016: 45-49. On the alternative tourism and its forms see, indicatively, Cazes 1989; Cohen 1989;
Patarchonov 2012; Z@akiavakng 2000.

2B On the archaeological-educational tourism, see indicatively, Stritch 2006; Zte@avdkng 2006. On the potential of the
development of cultural-archaeological tourism in the area of Kymissala, see Zte@avakng 2008.

2 =aveng Kol ZTe@avakng 2016: 49. On the cultural tourism see indicatively, Wallace and Russell 2004; BepywTr 2009: 37-38;
MavAoyewpydtoq kat KwvatdvtoyAou 2005.

5 Based on Zte@avakng 2006: 25-26.
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b) It aims to satisfy secondary needs and desires of specific groups of experts or categories of visitors with
a shared interest in the cultural heritage of a country.

c¢) There is obviously a cultural aspect to it and it intensely embodies the element of prominence, optimising
and protecting the overall cultural and specific archacological heritage and tradition.

d) It strengthens the native cultural identity whilst requiring the active participation of the local community in
the whole process of the touristic product and contributes to its social, economic and cultural advancement.

¢) Itrequires the cultural and environmental awareness and conduct of all those involved: site administrators
and assistant personnel, guards, civil services, politicians, travel agents, tour guides, hotel and restaurant
owners and personnel as well as the local community, something which calls for the environmental and
cultural education of all those involved.

f) It incorporates regulative or sustainability elements, as it constitutes a type of tourism which develops
and manages the whole touristic product —which concentrates in cultural heritage means— in such a way so
that it may continue forever. It is friendly to the surrounding environment and compatible with the local
environments and societies.

Ecotourism is an emerging type of alternative tourism which is based on the natural environment and is
financially effective, whilst promoting environmental education and managing the natural environment
in a viable way. Additionally, ecotourism contributes to the total environmental management of an arca
by intervening and forming the trends and characteristics of the local services, entrepreneurs and visitors.
Ecotourists visit an area in small groups, in an organized manner and are above all individuals who are
protective of the environment. On the other hand, even the slightest stress on the natural environment may
have negative repercussions. However if ecotourism is planned carefully and a strict intervention based
on specific knowledge is applied by the local administration services, it may contribute to the promotion
and protection of the natural environment.?

Ecotourism may be nicely incorporated with the cultural environment, the promotion of historical
monuments and archacological sites and the organising of tour schedules and visits from tourists and
schools, thus contributing in this way to the development and protection of the natural and cultural
heritage of the island. The interdependence of the quality of both the environment and tourism has become
apparent to those who participate in the tourist product. Visitors themselves choose to have a vacation
in an environment which is not degraded, while they are interested in the cultural authenticity of their
chosen destination. The members of the local community on the other hand, aim for the promotion and
conservation of the special features of their area, with the support of the businesses of the field who, in
turn promote the natural features of the region for the attraction of customers.

Apart from the direct and indirect financial benefits which arise from eco-tourism, there are additionally
more specific as well as general benefits which arise from the dimension of Environmental Education. With
the regular function of Environmental Education programmes as well as programmes for Education for
Sustainable Development, one will initially notice, on a local level, a significant improvement in the level
of knowledge and awareness of the inhabitants as far as the environment is concerned and, consequently,
more positive conditions for its rational management and successful exploitation with future prospects.”’

26 BEavong ko Ztepavakng 2016: 48-49. On ecotourism see indicatively, Campbell 1999; Fennell 2001; Honey 1999; Bepyoti
2009: 35-36; Bookbinder et al. 1998; Lindberg, Engeldrum and Wood 1998; Kopiing 2001.

2 On Environmental Education and Education for Sustainable Development see indicatively, UNESCO 2002; UNESCO 2014,
Kaiha k.6 2011; Argpdrov kar royaitn 2007.

165



This is an especially positive strategy for the consistent and balanced development in areas which include
natural resources of significant productivity and considerable sensitivity as is the region of Kymissala,
which has already been researched in the context of Environmental Education and Education for
Sustainable Development

With the creation of new types of alternative tourism i.¢. the archacological/educational and ecological/
educational tourism, which will attract specific groups of visitors with higher expectations and a special
awareness in matters of culture and the environment, there will simultaneously be new prospects of
economic development in the area of the mountainous Municipal Unity of Atavyros.

Such actions will secure the appearance of the arca and will lead to a sustainable and viable growth of the
semi-mountainous region north of Akramitis, whilst becoming a tourist attraction of an exclusive category
of visitors with special emphasis on the cultural-archacological, ecological and educational tourism, thus
contributing greatly to the mild and sustainable economic development of the touristically underdeveloped
broader arca of Atavyros.”

At the same time, the matter of development and exploitation of the cultural heritage along with ecology
and the environment will be directly addressed. The unexploited cultural wealth of the area of Kymissala,
which has at large been destroyed by human intervention over the centuries, continues to be destroyed by
human vanity as well as by natural phenomena.* For the first time, it has been proposed to have the arca
developed and promoted through an innovative park which will combine archaeological tours with nature
walks and ecology, thus salvaging the extremely important antiquities and unique habitat types which
exist in the area.’!

Apart from the strict territorial promotion, it must be noted that the archaeological site of Kymissala will
be able to become part of an extensive, more prominent archacological-cultural route, which will start
from the medieval castle of Kretenia, going up through the settlement of Embona and the sanctuary of
Zeus of Atavyros, through the antiquities of Kymissala (acropolis, necropolis, settlement) and finally
ending at the medieval castle of Monolithos, through a network of routes of immense ecological interest
and exceptional natural beauty.*

The protection of the natural ecosystem

A third major benefit is the certainty that the forest and the natural ecosystem of the broader region will
be conserved.

In July 2008, a devastating fire which broke out near the village of Hagios Isidoros, bumed a total of
104,445 thousand square metres. 51,4% of the burnt land consisted of a forest of tall pine trees (pinus
brutia). 34% was covered by land with bushes and fields with grass or by areas with forests recovering
from previous fires and the rest of the 14,6% of the area, by agricultural fields. The fire broke out in the
north-west part of the ‘Natura 2000” area (Akramitis — Armenistis — Atavyros) destroying 10,5% of the

B Three Master’s degree theses have been fulfilled so far: Bepywti 2009; Korokvodg 2011; Moavovsdxn 2014a.

¥ On some proposals for the development of ecotourism and cultural tourism in the area of Kymissala see Bepywai| 2009: 120-
121, 124-126; Bepywt), oo ko Xtepavakng 2013: 608-609; Edaveng kot Xtepavakng 2016: 46-51; Xrepavdixng 2006.

30 See above, n. 7.

31 On the role of walking paths and trecking in the conservation of cultural reserve see, for example, Brockelman and Dearden
1990. For proposals on alternative walking/trecking routes on Rhodes, see indicatively, Hopkinson 2010: 69-85; Van Bodengraven
and Barten 2011. On the promotion of natural and cultural reserve for the sustainable touristic development on non-traditional
tourist destinations, see indicatively, the EC proposals (European Commission 2002).

32 For a similar suggestion see also Stefanakis 2006: 32.
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total area. Additionally, 34% (13766 thousand square metres) of the total area of two wildlife sanctuaries
which are found on the boundaries ofthe burnt land were also completely destroyed.3

Two big fires, one in 1987 and another in 1992 had already destroyed a large area of the forests in central
and southern Rhodes and the fire of 2008 burnt the remaining forest which lay in between and covered an
approximate 14% of land which had been burnt by the two previous fires.3

With the proposed action, i.e. the establishment ofa park at Kymissala, a huge step towards the protection
ofthe remaining forest of Rhodes and the important area ‘Natura 2000’ is taken at large as:

a) The inaccessible and dense wooded area of Kymissala, the last extensive forest of Rhodes, has already
been mapped and plotted in every detail, and the maps and plot plans are atthe disposal ofthe Municipality
of Rhodes, the Administration ofthe South Aegean, the Forest Service Division and the Fire Department.

b) By declaring the region an archaeological zone (MAP 1.4), the protection of the area from human
intervention was automatically activated. The declaration took place in 2012 for the effective protection
ofthe antiquities which are located in the broader region that extends from the valley of Glyphada to the
Vassilikos basin and the north foot of Akramitis to the coast.d

¢) In collaboration with the Postgraduate Programme ‘Environmental Education’ of the Department of
Preschool Education Sciences and Educational Design of the University of the Aegean, Environmental
Education and Education for Sustainable Development have already made their first steps.3 Three
postgraduate thesis projects have chosen this field of study and have focused on the importance of the
broader region of Kymissala for education, sustainable development and Environmental Education for
students but also for teachers who can get in touch with the natural world as well as with the cultural
heritage found in the area, acquire basic knowledge and mainly become aware of ecological matters and
matters of culture.¥

The area of Kymissala can constitute a field of research practice in connection with Environmental
Education or Education for Sustainable Development, whilst field study, the environmental path, historical
narration and archaeological tours with the collaboration of specialised scientists, establish the suitable
didactic methods which will help students a) to enrich their historical thinking and promote their interest for
the history and civilization of their homeland3whilst comprehending their country’s past and connecting
it with the present and future and b) to become acquainted with the natural environment and the native
eco systems of fauna and flora. To become socialised through experiential learning with teamwork and be
guided to actions for the protection of nature and sustainable development of the area.®

The importance of research for the academic community

The proposed action directly promotes research and innovation. More specifically, it promotes primary
research:

B WWF EAANGG 2008.

3 See also Zte@avdkng 2009: 108.

3 Official Government Gazette 218, 15/06/2012: ‘Eykpion KApuéng Kot o0plofETNONG apXAIOAOYIKOU XWPOU TNC TEPIOXNAG
KuptodAac-rAveadag Notiag Podou Awdekavnoou, Mepigépetac Notiov Atyaiou’.

3P See the Postgraduate Programme of Studies ‘Environmental Education’ of the Department of Preschool Education Sciences
and Educational Design ofthe University of the Aegean, viewed, 21 July 2016, <http://www.pse.aegean.gr/pms-pe>.

3 See above, n. 28. Also, Anuntpiou, in the present volume: 126; KoAokuBdc, in the present volume: 146; KoAoku8dg,
Zte@avdkng Kol MamaBaciAeiov 2013.

3B See also KoAokubag 2011a.

3P Bepywtn 2009: 127-131; Anuntpiov, in the present volume: 123-126; KoAokuBdc, in the present volume: 146.
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a) inthe field ofarchaeological, within the context ofa university excavation which has a special educational
characterd and through archaeological and historical research aims to enrich part of the knowledge that
we lack: the organisation of everyday life and the civilisation which was developed in the rural areas of
Rhodes in antiquity.

b) in the historical field, as the history of a specific part of ancient Rhodes, the territory of Kamiros
(Kamiris chora) from the Early Iron Age to the Late Antiquity, will be recorded for the first time.

¢) in environmental science and ecology with the study ofthe natural environment, the fauna and flora of
the area, and its many habitat types, which have not been researched up to now. The ecological plotting
of the area will contribute to the necessary recording of the ecological reserve of the area with the aim
to advance the attempt of conserving it further, as so far this has remained mainly in a legal framework,
without the research and implementation of the necessary plans-actions-work, which would complete its
protection from the pressure that has been put on it.

d) in the field of Environmental Education and Education in Sustainable Development. The mapping
and imaging of habitat types and the types of fauna and flora which exist in the area, will contribute
considerably in the above mentioned fields of education, as well as environmental awareness for students
(Primary school-Junior high-Senior high school) in matters of culture and the environment through
educational environmental programmes along with workshops in situ, in Kymissala with the participation
ofthe members ofthe local community and its visitors at large.4

The role of the local community

Itis a factthat up to now quite a lot of progress has been made in the field ofarchaeological research for the
ancient deme of Kymissaleis, whilst the significant prospects for the development ofthe local community,
in many levels, have appeared. None of the above, however, would or can be made possible if the local
administration and primarily the local community are not willing to collaborate with the University of
the Aegean and the Ephorate of Antiquities of the Dodecanese and assist in the implementation of this
endeavour.

It is of vital importance, however, that three parameters are seriously taken into consideration for the
further smooth continuation for the promotion ofthe region and for which the role ofthe local community
is crucial.2

The first parameter is the responsible attitude of the local community for the maintenance, salvage and
promotion ofthe cultural heritage of Kymissala at large, and more specifically the effective protection of
the archaeological remains ofthe sites ofthe area, as it is undeniable that over the years the antiquities of
Kymissala have been destroyed mainly due to human intervention either directly or indirectly.f3

The second parameter is the responsible attitude ofthe local community towards the natural environment
and chiefly the protection of the forest with the prevention of fires and the supervision of deforestation.
Furthermore, the local Municipal Unity of Atavyros, must take serious action in regard with timber
harvesting, the development and clearing of fire protection zones and additionally, employing forest
rangers and forest fire fighters at least during fire danger periods.44

4 Anuntpiov, in the present volume: 120-122 Stefanakis etal. 2015: 296-298.

4 Anuntpiov, in the present volume: 126; KohokuBdc 2011; KohokuBdg, Zte@avdkng Kol MamaBaciAeiov 2013.

£ Tte@avdkng 2009: 106-109.

4B For the human destruction of the area above, n. 7.

4 ETALMNPO.®Y.KA.: Organization for the Prevention against Natural Disasters and for the Protection of the Environment. See
also Zte@avdakng 2009: 108.
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The third parameter is the support of the project, which the University of the Aegean and the Ephorate of
Antiquities of the Dodecanese are implementing during the last ten years. It has been noted that the local
community of private entreprencurs as well as the local administration have perceived the importance of
the project and have been supportive of this attempt all these years. It is very important for this support to
continue in the years to come, given that the needs of the research team continue to increase as research
proceeds, whilst the successful outcome of the research creates significant prospects for the quality
upgrading and the sustainable growth of the arca of Atavyros in the future.®

The contribution of the Regional Government of the South Aegean with the financing of the research
project ‘Promotion of the ancient acropolis of Hagios Phokas and the connection with the necropolis of
Kymissala’, will literally reinforce the prominence of the archaeological sites and the unique natural beauty
of the environmentally important hill of Hagios Phokas and the Kymissala valley, which is expected to be
completed in a period of two years.*

The implementation of this project will create a significant part of the infrastructure for a future sustainable
park while it automatically sets Kymissala as one of the strategic goals of the Department of Mediterranean
Studies of the School of Humanities and the University of the Aegean for the following vears. It actively
brings the University closer to the local community, which is something desired from both sides, and of
course it seals the sincere cooperation of the Department of Mediterrancan Studies of the University of the
Aegean, with the Regional Government of the South Aegean.

Nepidnyn
H noAudidotatn onuaoia tn¢ avadeiéne e KuutodAag.

H meproyn g Kvpodhog dev mapovotdlel povo tepaotio apyotoroyikd evolapépov, oG €xel Kol
wwitepn mepPoiroviien kol oworoyikn oéia, kabhg mapovotdler onuoaviiky Promouwtoma. Ot
WEYHANG 1OTOPIKNG KOl OPYOIOLOYIKN G onuoociag 0&celg tov apyaiov Afpov tov Kvuiooléwv Ppiokovtal
OT0 KEVTPO NG TePoyng “Axpapitng — Appeviotg — AtaPopog’, n omoia &xel eviaybel oto Evponaikd
diktvo owotonwv ‘Natura 20007,

AvT10 TO GUYKPLTIKO TAEOVEKTN L0, TG TEPLOYNG, OE GLUVIVACUO UE TV OvadEIEN T®V apyooroyik®y BEcemy
Kot pvnueiov, Oo pmopovoe va aélomombel péoa amd wia dpaon mov 0o cuvovdlel TNV apPYOIOA0YIKT
TEPMYNON LLE TOV QUGIOANTPIKO TEPLTATO KL TNV OKOAOYi, JSao@oviog €Tol, TOGO TIG EEUPETIKNG
ONUOGLOG aPYOIOTNTESG, OCO KOl TOVG HOVOOIKOVG OUKOTOTOVG TG TEPLOYNG Kat Vo arodobel oty tomikn
Kowvavia.

H viomoinon wog tétotag opacng 0o Snuovpyncel €va, GNUOVTIKO HEPOC TMV VITOSOUMY Y10, £V
UEAAOVTIKO CELPOPIKO OPYOLOAOYIKO-OIKOAOYIKO TIAPKO, EVA OVOUUEVETOL VO, OVTILETOTICEL O GEPA
a0 KPIoYLO TPOPANLOTO TG TOTIKNG KOWVOVIG, OTMG EVOL 1 ONIOYPOPIKT GLUPPIKVOGT TNG POSIOKTG
vraidpov Kot 61 o VOTI0L dLTIKOD TUNLATOS TOV YNG100, TO VIToPabducévo Tovpilotikd Tpoidy g Podov
K01 1) TPOCTACLN TOV euotkol okocvotnuatog. Hapdiinia 0o mpoaybei n épevva Kol 1 KUIVOTOUIC GTOVG
TOWELG TNG APYOIOLOYIKNG KOl LOTOPIKNG EMCTNHUNG, TOL TEPIPAALOVTOG KOl TNG OtKoroyiag, Kabmg Kot
otov topéa g [epifarioviicng Exaaidevong kot tg Exnaidevong yio tnv Aetpopo Avdmroln.

Manolis 1. Stefanakis

4 Yrepavaxng 2009, 109. The contribution of the ‘Association of the Friends of Kymissala’, founded in 2011, has to be
mentioned here, too. See, the Statute of the “Association of the Friends of Kymissala®, viewed on 02 May 2017, <http://www.
eulimene.eu/read/kymissala_ friends.pdf>.

6 On the project see Stefanakis, in the present volume: 5.
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